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Late in July, Lisa and I joined hundreds of Cursillistas 

from around the nation in San Antonio for the 2017 

National Encounter.  Seven language groups were in 

attendance and the program was presented in English, 

Spanish and Vietnamese.   We shared prayer, inspiring 

talks, Mass, reconciliation, small group reunions, 

singing, meals, and a joyous Fiesta that closed the 

event.   

 

This gathering was special as it commemorated the 60
th

 

anniversary of the FIRST Cursillo held in the United 

States. We were honored to have three Men in 

attendance who lived that 1
st
 Cursillo held in Waco, TX 

in May of 1957.  Two Cursillistas from that 1
st
 weekend, 

Fr. Stephen Jasso, TOR and Luis Salinas shared their 

reflections of that time with us.  The second U.S. 

Cursillo was in July 1957 and Luis assisted on the team.  

The third U.S. Cursillo started on August 23, 1957, and 

Luis Salinas was the Rector at age 19.  Their witness of 

the impact of the Cursillo on their lives was truly 

inspiring and a call for us to carry on with the purpose 

of the movement. 

 

A main focus of the Encounter was to highlight ‘Why 

we have Cursillo’ and the importance of the 

foundational Charism to the movement’s future.  The 

Cursillo is a means to bring the reality of Christianity to 

life.  It has offered us a ‘step by step’ method starting 

with our own encounter with ourselves and God, to 

make a friend, be a friend and bring our friends to 

Christ.    

  

We are encouraged, in the words of Eduardo Bonnín, to 

‘Keep Cursillo Simple’ by embracing the movement’s 

foundational charism and method.  What is this 

foundational charism?  It starts with Friendship!  

Through our friendship groups we are encouraged to 

live our life in Christ, through our friendships with 

others we show them how much God loves them and 

bring them to Christ.   

We are encouraged to live our 4
th

 day as a vibrant 

community.  A strong Post-Cursilllo community feeds the 

Pre-Cursillo with the 3-day Cursillo weekend being a bridge 

back to our 4
th

 day home.  Dedicate yourself to continuing 

or restoring your Group Reunion.  Encourage each other to 

attend Ultreya and School of Leaders.   

 

We are called to take our sponsorship duties to our 

candidates seriously.  Soon we will be welcoming home the 

babe chicks and after the closing they will need our 

support.  Please reach out to them, help them form group 

reunions and get to Ultreya.  Sponsors, Team members, All 

of US have that responsibility to our new Cursillistas!  Let us 

be that joyous 4
th

 day community for them to come home 

to! 

 

The Encounter was an inspiring event and I encourage you 

to visit the National Cursillo website which has made 

available the talks and homilies in video, audio and text 

formats. 

https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national

-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions 

 

It is my hope that our local movement will be inspired to 

study further and grasp with joy the charism left to us by 

our founder Eduardo Bonnín whose cause for sainthood has 

been opened and we are praying for his beatification. 

 

De Colores! 

    Woody Sicilliano 

    Lay Director 

 

P.S.  Please mark your calendars and consider attending 

next year’s National Encounter that will be held in Seattle, 

Washington, from August 16-19. 

https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/2017-national-cursillo-encounter-workshop-sessions
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CONVERSION IS FOREVER 

 
 

Probably one of the best known Christian 

conversion stories throughout the entire 2000 

years of our Catholic Church is the story about 

Saul of Tarsus, as recorded in the Acts of the 

Apostles (9:1-20). It is in that brief passage from 

Acts where Saul finds Jesus on the road to 

Damascus—or more precisely, where Jesus finds 

Saul. Either way, Saul’s conversion experience is 

truly dramatic—he encounters Jesus in a brilliant 

light—a light so brilliant that it blinded him. And, 

it is during this period of darkness where Saul sees 

the light of Christ that a strong faith is implanted 

in him—a faith so strong that he turns his life 

around 180 degrees. But, the really amazing thing 

about all this is that when Saul could see, that’s 

when he could not see. And, it is when he is blind 

that he truly sees for the first time. 

The Christian faith is full of such paradoxes—it’s 

full of those great reversals—those things that turn 

upside down the ways that we humans think and 

place values. Like, in dying, we live. And, in giving, 

we receive. And the last will be first, and the first 

last. And, perhaps most importantly, in eating what 

looks like bread, we are fed with the body of Christ. 

And, in drinking what appears to be wine, our thirst 

is quenched by the blood of Jesus. In other words, 

what we do not see many times is what is most 

real. And, what we do see is often insignificant and 

passing. Saul—soon to be known as Paul—he saw 

these things and came to believe in them. His 

vision truly was changed. And then, he set out to 

change the world. And change the world he did. 

And, we can, too, if we allow our hearts to be 

transformed by the grace of God. 

But, this is the way of conversion. And we 

sometimes see this conversion on a Cursillo 

Weekend—and we often may see it, like Saul, 

very up close and very personal. And that is good. 

But, we must always remember that conversion is 

a life-long process rather than a one-time event. 

We should become increasingly converted to 

God every day that we live. When Saul was 

blinded and bewildered, he sat in that dark 

Damascus room and experienced conversion. But 

he couldn’t see his future in that dark Damascus 

room. It was only when he forged ahead in the 

days and years ahead that he tested his decision 

to follow Jesus again and again and again. 

Conversion is like that for all of us. It’s not a done 

deal at baptism, at confirmation, or on a Cursillo 

weekend, or at any other time in our lives. It’s a 

process. And it’s something that we have to work 

at every day of our lives. 

Now as Cursillistas, the best way to work at 

conversion day in and day out is to surround 

ourselves with people of like mind—people who 

see what we have been blessed to see and hear 

what we have been blessed to hear. And we can 

do that by staying close to our Christian 

Community—by sharing our life in Jesus in Group 

Reunion and Ultreya. For it is in Christian 

Community where we can meet and share Jesus 

with close friends of like mind—it is there where 

we can bolster each other’s faith—and it is there 

where we can experience that continual 

conversion that we need to keep our faith strong 

and vibrant. And then, when all is said and done, 

if we remain faithful like Paul and decide to follow 

Jesus again and again and again, that process of 

continual conversion in our lives will be with us 

forever and will only end when we find ourselves 

at the end of our earthly journey—or better yet, 

when we find ourselves at the beginning of our 

eternal journey. 

 

   Deacon Bill Hassler 
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88th Cursillo Team Members 

Men’s Team Role on the team Women’s Team 

Msgr. Edward Coyle Spiritual Director Rev. Richard Brensinger 

Deacon Bill Hassler Assistant Spiritual Director Deacon James Russo 

Tony Martocci Rector(a) Susan Teaford 

Jim MacDougall Assistant Rector(a) Lisa Ianni 

Mitch Milanek Head of Kitchen Carla Saveri 

Jim Connell Head of Physical Nancy Clee 

George Violand Ideal Talk Denise Ianni 

Gene Orlando Layperson in the ChurchTalk Jeanne Fignar 

Chris Flaherty Piety Talk Lee Gabel 

Dave Meehan Study Talk Mary Fran Hartigan 

Tony Saldutti Action Talk Theresa Racek 

Bill Minford Leaders Talk Patty Miravich 

Tony Fague Study of the Environment Talk Mary Baro 

Jeff Joyce Christianity in Action  Karen Keenan 

Tom Sproul Cursillista Beyond Cursillo  Alice Swist 

Dave Fisher Kitchen Susie Frantz 

Dennis Potter Kitchen Diane DeVivo 

Bill Headen Floater Sue Hissick 

 Floater Kelly Leininger 

Bill Minford Leader of Song Alice Swist 
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Donations to Cursillo 
Rev. Robert J. Reed Fund 

 
 

Send to: 
Theresa Racek, Treasurer 

605 N. 13th Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 

 
 

Checks should be made payable to:  
Allentown Cursillo Movement 

 
 

We gratefully acknowledge two contributions to the Fr. Reed Fund  
to honor Anita “Nikki” Kotoris on the occasion of her 70th birthday! 
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“How many of you are part of Cursillo 
because you had a sponsor?”   
 
That was the first of a number of questions posed 
by Phil Rodney, Reg. II representative, at a very 
informative School of Leaders on June 10th.  
 
Obviously, the answer to that question is every one 
of us.  Sponsorship is the very “heartbeat of 
Cursillo,” but do we all take it as seriously as we 
should?  Do we understand that we are not just 
finding folks to attend the Weekend, but also for 
Post-Cursillo as well? 
 
Since the purpose of Cursillo is “to provide a 
foundation for the person to live what is 
fundamental for being Christian, to become Good 
News,” we as sponsors must be sure that we know 
those we sponsor and know that our candidates 
understand Cursillo and the commitment needed 
to follow the Cursillo method. 
 
We need to identify as candidates those who can 
bring Jesus to their environments.  We invite 
candidates to the Weekend not just to experience 
a weekend, but to bring them closer to Christ, to 
experience what we have experienced, to 
experience the community and most importantly 
to allow them to begin to fully live their 4th day! 
 
Being a sponsor takes time, authentic witness, and 
real palanca.  We must be open and honest, 
creating a comfort zone where our candidates can 
be open and honest with us.  If our candidate is 
married, do we know their spouse?  Is our 
candidate active in their faith now?  Will they be 
willing to attend Ultreyas and be part of a Group 
Reunion?  If not, perhaps this is not the right time 
for them, since these are integral parts of the 
Cursillo method. 
 
As a sponsor, we must be committed to journeying 
with our candidates.  We are not just salespersons, 
we are sponsors and must live what we preach. 

 
 

 
 
There are three categories of potential candidates: 
A. Those who should not go—those who have 

psychological or emotional problems and non-
Catholics. 

B. Those who can go—anyone eligible to receive 
the sacraments; the ordinary Catholic, those 
living the Catholic faith as best they know how 

C. Those who should go—baptized Catholics, 
capable of making their own decisions who 
have the ability and desire to live in and for 
community. 

 
As a sponsor, we must be sure to FOLLOW 
THROUGH.  Be available.  Explain thoroughly.  
Answer questions.  Not taking our responsibility as 
a sponsor seriously cheats everyone—yourself, 
your friend and God, too. 
 
 

Jim Clee, Phil Rodney, Woody Sicilliano 
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October 20-22, 2017 

 

 

Encounter will be held at:        

 Pope John Paul II Retreat Center 
 414 South 8th Street 

 Vineland NJ 08360-4739 
 

 Retreat Center Phone:  856-691-2299  
 
 
Price of the weekend:  $ 130.00     
 
Make checks payable to: Cursillos de Cristiandad - Region 2.    

Full payment required with registration.   (Sorry.  No partial or commuter pricing is available.) 
 
 

Registration deadline:   

No later than Thursday, October 19th, 2017  

 
 
There are a limited number of rooms in the retreat center, so reserve early.  Bring your own towels, soap and 
other toiletries, a snack for a sharing table and your Pilgrim’s Guide.  

 
 

Check-in time is Friday, October 20
th

, between 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.   
Encounter begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Check-out time is Sunday, October 22
nd

, by 1:00 p.m.   
Encounter ends with lunch at 12:00 Noon.  

 

To register please click on the link below: 

http://www.cursilloregion2.org/registration.php 

http://www.cursilloregion2.org/registration.php
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OCTOBER  2017   

Mon., Oct. 9 Send-off Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 7:30 PM 

Thur., Oct. 12 Men’s Weekend 
St. Francis Center for Renewal, Bethlehem 

Candidate Drop-off at the Cathedral 
 

Sat.,  Oct. 14 Palanca Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 10:00 AM 

Sun., Oct. 15 Men’s Closing 
Cathedral of St. Catharine, Allentown  

(Parish Activity Center) 
6:00 PM 

Thurs., Oct. 19 Women’s Weekend 
St. Francis Center for Renewal, Bethlehem 

Candidate Drop-off at the Cathedral 
 

Sat., Oct. 21 Palanca Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 10:00 AM 

Sun., Oct. 22 Women’s Closing 
Cathedral of St. Catharine, Allentown  

(Parish Activity Center) 
6:00 PM 

November  2017   

Mon., Nov. 13 Allentown Grand Ultreya Cathedral of St. Catharine, Allentown 7:00 PM 

Mon., Nov. 20 Reading Grand Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading, Social Hall 7:30 PM 

Please note the location change for Allentown Ultreyas  

as well as the Closings. 
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Cursillo Movement 
Diocese of Allentown 
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200 Indian Spring Rd. 
Boyertown, PA 19512 

 Lay Director     Woody Siciliano 
 Spiritual Advisor    Rev. Martin Kern 
 Assist. Spiritual Advisor    Deacon Bill Hassler 
 Pre-Cursillo     Lisa Ianni and Kathy Green 
 Cursillo     Matt and Sandi Lloyd 
 Post-Cursillo     Tony Saldutti 
 Treasurer     Theresa Racek 
 Secretary     Helen McComb 
 Database of Cursillistas   Jim and Suzie Lee 
 Community Relations   Bill McMahon 
 School of Leaders    Jim Clee 
 Historian     Jeannie Fignar 
 Palanca     Paula Perez 
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